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What’s Required of Us? 
 
When you ask that question of church people, you might get any one of several ready answers.  Some might say the 
main thing required of us is to be a friendly group, the kind others might want to join.  Some might say the main 
requirement for a church is to keep its building and property in good shape, so it will not only serve us now but be 
there for others after us.  Some might say it’s to keep the budget balanced, no matter what.  In an interim period, 
many might feel that tops on the list of what’s required is to get that search committee going, the sooner the better!   
And those familiar enough with Scripture to know the voice of the prophets might recall the beautiful words of 
Micah 6:6 – “and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” 
 
There is something important and true in all these responses.   I want to suggest another one to think about.  I want 
to suggest that at the most elemental spiritual level, what is required of us as people of faith, what we are responsible 
for, is not what we think we are responsible for – outcomes.  That we are, instead, responsible first for the quality of 
our journey with God, and the quality of our attentiveness, our faithfulness and our courage, which may or may not 
get us the results we (think we) are after.  Letting go of our desired control of results and outcomes, and trusting that 
God is at work no matter how things are,  is so very hard for many of us, reluctant as we are to admit that, well, we 
don’t already know everything.    Parker Palmer, Quaker activist, teacher and writer, puts it this way: 
 
     What God requires of those who call on God’s name is responsive servanthood. 
     God wishes to act in and through us, so Christian hope does not relieve men and 
     women of responsibility.   But we are not primarily responsible for shrewd 
     analysis of problems, for strategic selection of means, for maximizing the chances 
     of success.  We are primarily responsible for turning to God, for attempting to know 
     and do God’s will.  That may well lead us into actions which are not shrewd,  
     strategic or successful, as the life of Jesus suggests.  But as Jesus’ life also    
     demonstrates, human action which is faithful to God’s will can have transforming  
     effect. (The Company of Strangers) 
 
There’s a good place to start Lent, and a good way to remind ourselves of the deep wisdom that underlies all 
transition, change and journey, for churches and otherwise:  we are primarily responsible for turning to God, for 
attempting to know and do God’s will.  That trust may or may not lead to a particular outcome we thought or hoped 
was coming.  It will most certainly lead to a deeper knowing of God, and things always change from there. 
 
To put it another way:   What are churches for?   They are for teaching us how to turn to God.  They are for teaching 
us responsive servanthood, and for giving us the company of each other on the way to learning and doing God’s 
will.   Everything else falls into place after that. 
 
I am wondering how you and I are going to discover in the coming months how it is that we are turning to God, and 
what kinds of blessing we will find because of it…? 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Rev. Brenda 
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Worship in February 
Sunday morning services at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Thurs., Feb. 4   Taize Worship in the sanctuary, led by Gayle Logan, Nancy Whitney, 
6:45 p.m.   Sarah Libby, Phil Ross, Doby Hall and Sue Wilber 
 
Sun., Feb. 7   Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship with Communion     Reception for Barbara Butler following worship 
 
Sun., Feb. 14   Last Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Wed., Feb. 17   Ash Wednesday – Beginning of Lent 

                        7:30 p.m.   The congregations of the Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, 
                                                                        Mount Carmel Congregational Church, Dunbar UCC and Spring Glen           
                                                                        Church, UCC will gather at Spring Glen Church, UCC for a joint Ash  
                                                                        Wednesday service with Communion and the Imposition of Ashes. 
 

Sun., Feb. 21   First Sunday in Lent 
                                                All church discussion in Great Hall following   
                                                worship with special children’s program 
 
Sun., Feb. 28   Second Sunday in Lent 
 
The Rev. Dr. Brenda Pelc-Faszcza preaching on Feb.7, 14 and 28. 
The Rev. Nancy W. Strickland preaching on Feb. 21. 
 

At a glance: 
Interim and Search Process 

  
 -- Several all-church discussions upcoming in February, March and April, 
                around the questions:  “What’s our story and how do we feel about it?” 
                “What’s our vision for the future?  Where/how are we called?”  and 
     “What kind of leadership do we need to be with us?”  (see fuller information on page five) 
 
            --  Search Committee to be named by April or May (Church Council-appointed.) 
 
            --   Search Committee will begin its work immediately, receiving initial guidance 
       and resources from the Connecticut Conference, UCC. 

 
 

PARISH JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

On January 10th Spring Glen Church celebrated the baptism of Alexa Nicole Smith.  Proud parents are Kevin and 
Karen Swain and big sister is Maya Swain.  Godparents are Lisa Zielinski and Daniel Zielinski. 
 
Condolences to Diane Demetriades on the death of her mother, Jane Demetriades. 
 
Condolences to Laurel Laster and family on the death of Laurel’s grandfather. 
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Dear Friends, 
 Imagine my delight to discover a few months ago that I had been chosen to go on an Interfaith trip to Israel 
sponsored by the Anti Defamation League of Connecticut! I have long wanted to go to the Holy Land and just had 
not figured out how to do it until now. With a study week available to me from our church, and a scholarship from 
both the Anti Defamation League and the New Haven Association of the Connecticut Conference, UCC, I am on my 
way. 

 I will be traveling to Israel with a group of 20 religious leaders who are Christian, Muslim, and Jewish from 
January 31 to February 10. I have never been to Israel before so relish this unique opportunity. We will visit many 
religious sites as well as learn more about the different perspectives of Jews, Muslims and Christians in the Holy 
Land. We expect to visit the Knesset and meet various government officials. We will visit in some homes and meet 
local leaders. Our days will be full and I know that I will see things I have only read about.  

I want to share this experience with you all and so when I return I am planning an evening on February 25 at 
7pm in Great Hall to talk my experiences and show some photos of the trip. While I am gone, please keep me in 
your prayers. Even though I will be traveling far from home, I carry with me a sense of home in Spring Glen Church 
and will keep all of you in my heart and prayers too. 
 
In faith, 
 
Pastor Nancy 

                             
Confirmation Class News 

 
February 7       Students attend reception for Barbara Butler until 12noon, then go to Noah’s Chapel to make          
                        Valentines Bags for New Haven Home Recovery and hear from Kellyann Day, Director of New  
                        Haven Home Recovery about homelessness in New Haven 

 
February 14     President’s Day Weekend, NO CLASS 
 
February 17     Ash Wednesday Service, Spring Glen Church, 7:30 p.m 
  8th graders attend with Mentors, 7th graders attend with parents 
 
February 21     Lunch in Great Hall, grade 7 sit with parents, grade 8 sit with mentors to participate in all church  
                        discussion, “What is Our Story and How DoWe Feel About It? 
 
February 28     God’s Gifts and Our Response: Forgiveness and Grace 

WOMENS RETREAT    MARCH 12-14, 2010 
   “Body, Mind, Spirit: A Holistic View of Women in the Bible” 

 
Each year the women of Spring Glen Church take time apart to go on retreat together. This year the retreat will 
focus on the integration of body, mind, and spirit as seen through the lives of several women in the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the New Testament. We will explore the stories of biblical women and our stories through creative 
storytelling, movement, music, reflection, and contemplative prayer. 

 
The retreat will be at the Incarnation Center in Ivoryton from Friday night through Sunday lunch, where we will 
enjoy great meals, the beauty of being in a pine forest, and the warmth of a fire in the large stone fireplace in our 
meeting room in Brooks Cottage. The retreat includes two nights stay, two dinners, two breakfasts, and two lunches 
at a cost of $170 per person. The accommodations are two to a room, with comfortable beds. Confidential financial 
aid is available by speaking with Pastor Nancy.  You may reserve your place by signing up on the sheet in the entry. 
The leadership team this year includes Carmen Silva-Baker, Shelia Brantley, Belinda Legere, and Pastor Nancy. 
Sign up in the entry at church or call the church office. 
 

Lay Care Givers Check in February 14 at 11:30 in the Fellowship Room 
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Lenten Offerings 2010 
 

Feb. 17  Ash Wednesday, beginning of Lent 
7:30 p.m.  Ecumenical Service at Spring Glen Church, 
   with Communion and the Imposition of Ashes 
 

Scripture Study Opportunities with Rev. Brenda 
 

 Weekly Bible Study -- Mondays, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m., at the home of Dotey Noyce.  Text is the  
          Gospel of Luke, the predominant gospel in the current lectionary year. 
 

 Downtown Thursdays –  Feb. 25, Mar. 4, 11 and 25.  12:00 – 1:00 lunchtime         
               gathering in New Haven, open to all but especially for those who work near the green.   
               Location to be announced.  Focus will be text coming up in the following Sunday’s  
               worship. 
 

            One-evening Bible Study – Tuesday, Mar. 23, 7 p.m.,  Fellowship Room 
      “The Easter Stories:  What Do They Say?” 
      A comparative look at the four different gospel accounts of the resurrection 
               of Jesus. 

 

Journey to the Holy Land 
Come to Great Hall on Thursday, February 25th at 7 pm. 

to hear about  Pastor Nancy’s recent trip to the Israel. 
 

Race: The Power of an Illusion 
 

The acclaimed PBS series on race 
 

7-9 p.m. in the Fellowship Room 
 

Tuesday, March 2 
Episode 1: The Difference Between Us 

Is there a biological basis for race? 
 

Tuesday, March 9 
Episode 2: The Story We Tell 

Did you know that the concept of race 
is a recent invention? 

 
Tuesday, March 16 

Episode 3: The House We Live In 
How do our institutions advantage whites 

at the expense of other groups? 
 

Each week there will be an hour-long film, followed 
By group discussion facilitated by Lee Laster and Pastor Nancy 
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Interim Process and Preparation for the Pastoral Search: 
All-Church Discussions Coming Up 

 
An interim period is a chance for a congregation to reflect on its history, identity, sense of mission/purpose and 
hopes for new leadership, in preparation for the search for a new senior pastor.    In the next few months, we will be 
having three all-church discussions as an important foundation in this process.  Each will take place after worship on 
a Sunday, over a simple lunch.  There will be a general topic for each, and the discussion will be prompted and 
facilitated by Rev. Brenda.  The more participation we have, the more effective this work will be -- all voices 
needed!!   A search committee will soon be named and will begin its important work on behalf of this congregation.  
This is one of the best opportunities each member will have to add thoughts and perspectives to the discussion, as 
Spring Glen Church moves forward. 
 
The all-church gatherings will be held as follows.   Programs are being planned for children during the meeting 
times, to help make it possible for parents to attend. 

 
Sun., Feb. 21, 11:30 – 1:00      
What is our story and how do we feel about it? 
Children’s programming:  Puppet show and puppet-making with Dick Smith 
 
Sun., Mar. 21, 11:30 – 1:00      
What is our sense of future?   Our hopes & dreams for what comes next? 
Children’s programming: to be announced 
 
Sun., Apr.25,  11:30 – 1:00 
What kind of leadership do we need to be with us in that future? 

           Children’s programming: to be announced 
 
Watch for more information to follow about sign-ups, lunch arrangements, etc.    
Please plan to be with us for these important discussions. 

 

Abraham’s Tent 
Overflow Shelter Opportunity for Service 

 
Spring Glen Church is one of many churches throughout the New Haven area participating to provide overnight 
shelter for 12 male clients from Columbus House for a week between February 15 and February 21, 2010, in our 
Great Hall. Volunteers are needed for the following: to provide, serve, and share meals with guests; to share after 
dinner activities, i.e. games, movies, and conversation; volunteers to help with breakfast. A number of slots are 
available for volunteers to be on hand between 5:30pm to 7:00am (at least one of the overnight volunteers should be 
male). Look for sign-up sheets in the entryway.  
 
Columbus House will provide transportation of clients to/from the host site, cots, and linens. In addition, Columbus 
House will offer training to our congregation prior to our week of service. 
 
If you are unable to physically help, donations of new tube socks, dark gloves, hats, single bed sheets, and/or 
gently used coats are appreciated.  
 
Please consider joining us in this effort. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Spight at 203-281-
7570 or skspight@gmail.com, or Alice White at 203-288-2748 or alicemwhite@sbcglobal.net.  
 

mailto:skspight@gmail.com
mailto:alicemwhite@sbcglobal.net


 

 
               

BAKE SALE NEWS 
 

The Spring Glen Church Women send a warm “THANK YOU” for your support of the November 22nd Bake Sale.  
Through your generous donations (baked goods and dollars) we made $504.25.  This money is used to support 
outreach, scholarships for students, and Women’s programs at Spring Glen Church. 
Thank you,  
 
Judy Offutt and Jane Whipple 
 

 
 

                                                                         OPEN DOOR 
 

Open Door’s program on February 3rd will have Hamden Healthcare’s experts answering our health concerns.  
Lunch begins at 12:15 p.m. followed by the program.  All are welcome. 
 

                                         CLEANING FOR A REASON 
If you know any woman currently undergoing chemotherapy, please pass the word to her that there is a 
cleaning service that provides FREE housecleaning – one time per month for four months while she is in 
treatment.  All she has to do is sign up and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treatment. Cleaning for 
a Reason will have a participating maid service in her zip code area arrange for the service.  The website is 
http://www.cleaningforareason.org.  Please pass this information on to bless a woman going through breast 
cancer treatment. This organization serves the entire USA, and currently has 547 partners to help these 
women. It's our job to pass the word and let them know that there are people out there that care. Be a 
blessing to someone and pass this information along. 

 

 
 

NEEDLEARTS GROUP 
 

The Needlearts Group will meet on February 4th at the home of Stefanie Summerer, 99 McDermott Circle, Hamden.  
For more information, please contact Connie Rogers at 248-2629 or crogers403@yahoo.com.  This group is open to 
all who do any needlework or craft or want to learn.  Come for fellowship and fun. 
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          BLOOD DRIVE AT SPRING GLEN CHURCH,    
                                       FEBRUARY 9TH 

WARM YOUR HEART AND YOUR HOME 
 

There will be an Interfaith Blood Drive on Tuesday, 
February 9th in the Great Hall of Spring Glen Church from 
1:45 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.  To schedule an appointment, 
call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or visit: www.givelife.org.  
Many donors are needed to supply the basic needs of 
Connecticut hospitals.  Blood can be provided only 
through our participation.  Workers are needed.  Please 
sign up in the entryway.  Each presenting donor will be 
eligible for a chance to win FREE heat for a month.  
($200 maximum.  Paid directly to utility provider.)  
Weekly drawings held from February 1st through 
February 28th, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 7

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tricountyredcross.org/blooddrives/files/funky_blood_drop.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.tricountyredcross.org/blooddrives/2008/06/blood-drive-plainfield-rescue.html&usg=__m6Hpc9nk2qFwCHHKzWUqhhUGB8s=&h=258&w=245&sz=9&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=_HdUyry6zznaPM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=106&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dblood%2Bdrive%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den�
http://www.givelifte.org/


 8

A MESSAGE FROM NEW HAVE HOME RECOVERY 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I wanted to thank all of you for the generous Christmas Eve offering that was made for the children in our shelters.  
Because the number of children in our shelters has been growing, we had asked your congregation if they would be 
willing to donate books or games for our children.  You not only came through with toys and books but also 
collected hats, scarves and gloves!  It is truly the help and kindness of your congregation that continues to keep the 
women and children at our shelters in high spirits, even during economic times like these. Again, New Haven Home 
Recovery appreciates your generosity and continuous efforts to help the women and children we serve.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kellyann Day 
Executive Director 

 
HOUSING NEEDED FOR THE CONCERT HANDBELL 

      RINGERS OF THE WHEELER  SCHOOL!! 
 
Spring Glen Church will be hosting The Concert Handbell Ringers of the Wheeler School from Providence, Rhode 
Island on the evening of March 11, 2010 as part of our Winter Concert Series – we’re the first stop on their spring 
tour!  This is a phenomenal ensemble of ten high-school aged young men and women who perform on 6 octaves of 
handbells and five octaves of choirchimes plus the lower 7th octave.  They have been led for the past 29 years by 
Daniel Moore – a name well known nationally in the handbell world.  We are in urgent need of overnight housing 
on the 11th for  these ten students and two chaperones – the students have been broken down into groups for housing 
purposes (2 and 3 member groups – no one is allowed to go alone).   The hosts would need to provide a breakfast for 
their guests and bring the students back to the church on Friday morning as they leave for their next stop.  Please 
contact Sue Wilber (203-288-5847 or 860-761-7114; spw226@aol.com or suew@ctucc.org) if you can help!  For 
more information on this group, follow this link: http://www.wheelerschool.org/podium/default.aspx?t=117890. 
 
 
                            TO THE SPRING GLEN CHURCH FAMILY: 
 
Thank you all for your thoughtful participation in our Annual Meeting on January 17.  I was struck by the passion 
that congregation members share for this community of faith.  As you will read in the Interim Process update from 
Reverend Brenda, we are embarking on a series of all-congregation gatherings in preparation for the Pastoral 
Search.  I hope you will each be able to attend and participate in those meetings with the same energy and spirit that 
I saw in the Annual Meeting.  Your perspective is so important as we enter this next stage.  
 
The Council will be appointing the Search Committee later this spring, and in our next Council meeting we will be 
discussing the mechanism for bringing that committee together.  If you have any questions or would like to share 
your thoughts, please feel free to catch me at a coffee hour or contact me at 203-234-1088 or 
lynn.andrewsen@yale.edu.  Thank you for your prayers and commitment to this community as we continue on our 
journey of faith together. 
 
Peace, 
Lynn Andrewsen 
Moderator 
 
 

 

mailto:spw226@aol.com
mailto:suew@ctucc.org
http://www.wheelerschool.org/podium/default.aspx?t=117890
mailto:lynn.andrewsen@yale.edu
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BIOGRAPHIES OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

MARK MARRANDINO 
 

I live in Hamden with my wife, Cathie, son Jacob, 9 and daughter Molly, 8.  We collectively enjoy watching 
movies, playing games (in and outdoors) and traveling.  One of my greatest joys is playing, laughing and being with 
my family.  After graduating from Western New England College in 1993 (where I met Cathie), I became a social 
worker.  I received my master’s in social work from the University of Connecticut; before being hired by Hamden 
Public Schools.  Currently, I work at Dunbar Hill Elementary School. My connection to Hamden goes far back, 
having been born and raised here.  My parents reside in Hamden and my sister’s family lives close by.  I spend my 
spare time at birthday parties, fairs and festivals as “Clink the Clown.”  I also volunteer, as a clown, at St. Francis 
Hospital and at various charities and fund raisers.  A famous person I continue to admire is Maya Angelou.  To me 
she represents strength, perseverance, beauty and the manner in which she shares herself is an amazing gift. 
Besides children and family, I am really proud of being able to gain the trust of others to allow me to help them 
when needed.  Some of my favorites are book “A Clown Star” by David Bartlet, movie “The Man of La Mancha”, 
song “All Blues” by Miles Davis.  One of my goals is continuing to work on trying to bring balance to my life.  I 
appreciate being able to be a part of Spring Glen Church because it has helped me, on multiple levels, towards 
achieving that goal. 
  
Mark Marrandino 
   

 
CATHIE MARRANDINO 

 
I grew up in Hinsdale Massachusetts, earned a Bachelors Degree form Western New England College in 1993, and 
moved to Hamden when I married Mark in 1997. After the birth of our first child Jacob in 2000, I left the work force 
to stay at home with him during the day, and began working toward my master’s degree in education in the evening.  
We welcomed our daughter Molly in 2001.  By 2003, I had earned my masters degree from Southern Connecticut 
State University and a Connecticut teacher's license.  Since 2004, I have worked for Derby Public Schools as 
a Special Education Teacher for preschool aged children.  My family and I have a lot of fun playing board games, 
reading together and playing outside.  We enjoy visits with our extended family both locally and in Massachusetts.   
I enjoy reading, craft projects, and am currently learning sign language.  I attended the First Congregation Church of 
Christ growing up, and have fond memories of my time there.  Sunday school, confirmation classes, and youth 
groups gave me a solid foundation on which to build by spiritual life.  I am thrilled to have found a new home at 
Spring Glen Church where I can continue my journey of faith.     
         

JENNIFER KROLL 
 
Jennifer Kroll lives in Spring Glen with her husband Carl James and her children, Owen James (6 years) and 
Charlotte James (3 years). She was formerly a senior editor for Weekly Reader. She currently works as a freelance 
writer, focusing on books and products for the children's and educational markets. 
 
 

DAN AND TERESA DELVECCHIO 
Dan and Teresa DelVecchio grew up in Hamden and returned after they were married 12 years ago.  After having 
been members of a local church for the past 12 years, Dan and Teresa started to look for a strong church community 
to raise their children (Harrison 7 and Kyra 4) in as well as continuing to develop their own faith.  Dan owns a 
business as an insurance broker specializing in group medical insurance.  Teresa is currently at home with the 
children and is looking to continue her work as an art teacher. 
 



DECEMBER 2009 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Income exceeded expenses in December by over $5300, so the church ended 2009 with a deficit of just over $2400, 
significantly less than last year's deficit.  That will be carried over as we begin 2010. 
  
On the income side, we ended up the year very close to the current year pledge line item and fairly close on most of 
the other income lines, but the unpledged income ended the year at only 49% of the budgeted figure. 
  
The committee chairs are to be commended for excellent expense control in 2009.  
Without their careful attention to detail, our deficit could have been much larger! 
  
Our endowment funds earned over $23,000 during the past month, and the total value of 
these funds increased nearly $220,000 throughout 2009, due to the generosity of our 
members contributions to the Capital Campaign and to the improved performance of the 
stock market. 
 
If there are any questions about this report, please email me at work (suew@ctucc.org) and I will be happy to answer 
them for you.  Please remember that a copy of the detailed Treasurer’s Report is always available in the church 
office for anyone to review; copies can also be emailed by contacting Sue Wilber.  If there are specific questions 
regarding the church’s financial health, please contact Sue Wilber, Treasurer or Chuck Paul, Senior Trustee.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Income
  Pledges 29,027.18$        
  All other income 5,738.89$         
Total Income 34,766.07$        

Expenses
  Ministry/Staff 18,594.13$        
  Christian Education 278.74$            
  Music 563.19$            
  Office 1,349.73$         
  Building Maintenance 4,702.69$         
  Deacons 287.15$            
  Church Organizations 290.84$            
  Other Expenses 3,343.75$         
Total Expenses 29,410.22$        

Net Profit or (Loss) 5,355.85$         

Dec-2009

 
 
 

SPRING GLEN CHURCH WOMEN 
 

On January 19th, twenty-three Spring Glen Church Women met at Elim Park for their monthly meeting.  After a 
delightful lunch hosted by Carol Shank, they joined other Elim Park residents in their new chapel.  The speaker was 
Elaine Kuhrt, also a resident of Elim Park .  Her presentation entitled “My Story”, was truly moving and 
inspirational.  The next meeting of Spring Glen Church Women will be held on Tuesday, February 16th at 12 noon in 
the Great Hall.  Rosemary and Arthur Baue will talk about their experiences at the Hôpital Albert Schweitzer in 
Haiti.  Bring a sandwich.  Dessert and beverage will be provided. 
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 
 

The following families are scheduled to cover Fellowship Hour during February.   Contact Debra Tangarone at 
815-0579 or friend7434@yahoo.com with any questions. Feb. 7 – Alice White, Sarah White  and Marian Page – 
Feb. 14 – Jean Davis, Jeff and Marcia Hoffmann and Debra Tangarone– Feb. 21 – Shawn and Lisa Brooks, Fran 
Dittes and Nancy Elliott – Feb. 28 – Al and Marilyn May, Susan Wildridge and Lee Laster. 

 

 RECYCLING TIPS 

The X, Y and Z’s of recycling: 
 

Xmas lights.  You can ship your old lights to HolidayLEDS.com, Attention: Recycling Program, 120 W. Michigan 
Avenue, Suite 1403, Jackson MI 49201.  The company will send you a coupon for 10% off its LED lights which use 
80 percent less energy.  They also give off less heat which is safer. 

Yogurt cups.  Many towns don’t recycle because of the type of plastic.  Stoneyfield Farm has launched a program 
that turns them into toothbrushes, razors and other products.  Mail to Stoneyfield Farm, 10 Burton Dr., Londonderry 
NH 03053. 
 

Zippered plastic bags.  Towns that recycle plastic bags will accept these as long as they are clean, dry and the 
zipper part has been snipped off. 
                                                 

New Haven Association Spirituality Program 
 
The Rev. Lee Ireland and The Rev. Susan Fowler will lead a New Haven Association-wide 4-part 
spirituality program "The Gifts of the Four Seasons" in 2010 to open up the joys of exploring our 
spirituality and "having the courageous conversation" with God.   
 
The purpose of the retreats is to help nurture the spiritual life of the Association members by offering 
opportunities for anyone from our churches (clergy and laity)  to learn more about the life of prayer, what 
aids people in the growth of their spiritual life and the gifts of doing spiritual direction.  The programs will 
include the teachings of different spiritual disciplines,  but will most importantly help to create a community 
of people  who are seeking to explore their faith within the larger Association.  Lee and Susan will invite 
those who attend to "read the scripture that is one's life."   
 
The first retreat will be held on February 20, 2010 from 9 am-12 noon at the Orange Congregational 
Church, 205 Meeting House Lane, Orange, CT.  We will focus on the gifts of the winter season:  a time to 
hunker down and read, reflect under blankets, watch snow flakes falling to the ground, watch flames in a 
fire, or play in the snow and watch the animal life as it survives in the transformed world and cold.   
 
Refreshments will be provided by the OCC Board of Adult Christian Education.  We would encourage you 
to call the church (203-795-9749) to let us know if you can attend so we have enough supplies and 
refreshments.  The subsequent retreats will be held on Saturdays May 1, Aug 7, Oct 16, all from 9 am - 
noon, also at the Orange Church.  There will be a $5 contribution per person to help cover the costs of 
the program. 
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On February 28th, the Youth Group will have a Pancake 
Breakfast after church in the Great Hall.  A percentage of 

the donations will go towards Haiti relief. 

 

Cost is $7.00     Adult 
                              $5.00     Children under 12 

                        $22.00   Family Special 

Can’t you smell the bacon? 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COORDINATOR OPENING 

 
The Spring Glen Church, UCC in Hamden, CT is seeking an Acting Christian Education Coordinator. The primary 
role of the Christian Education Coordinator is to provide a Christian Education curriculum and program, and support 
the educational objectives of the Christian Education Committee. The position is presently 10 months a year for 15 
hours each week with the hope of that being expanded to 20 to 25 hours per week.  It is hoped that the position will 
be filled by February 10th. In order to apply, please submit a resume to Spring Glen Church, UCC, 1825 Whitney 
Ave, Hamden, CT 06517 or send an email to springg@snet.net, attention CE Coordinator search. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPRING GLEN CHURCH, UCC 
1825 Whitney Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06517 
 
Spring Glen Church 
United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 
Rev. Dr. Brenda Pelc-Faszcza, Interim Pastor 
Rev. Nancy W. Strickland, Associate Pastor 
Barbara Butler, Christian Education Coordinator 
Dr. Terese Gemme, Organist and Choir Director 
Rev. Kurt Shaffert, Chaplain, Veterans Affairs 
        West Haven Medical Center 
Jeff Owens, Sexton 
Gayle Logan, Office Manager 
 
Worship and Sunday Schoo a.m. l 10 

y of 
– Fax
 Site

Holy Communion 1st Sunda the month. 
Telephone (203) 288-3381  (203) 248-2070 
Spring Glen Church Web : 
www.springglenchurch.org 

mailto:springg@snet.net
http://www.springglenchurch.org/
http://www.springglenchurch.org/
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